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P7 FAMILIARISATION DAY
Our P7s sitting the AQE/GL Assessment this year will attend a familiarisation morning this Saturday. If
your child had any difficulty, please contact the test centre school to make them aware before the actual
test days in November.
HARVEST SERVICE
Our Harvest Service, in Ballyclare Presbyterian Church last Friday, was a great opportunity for parents,
family and friends to see how capable our P3/4 pupils are and to give thanks to God for all He has
blessed us with. Thank you to all who attended. The retiring offering for Youth for Christ was £340.
We are delighted to support the Youth for Christ organisation who do so much for us in Ballyclare
Primary and in Ballyclare town as a whole.
REMINDER
The first Training Exceptional Closure for this year will take place on Monday 5th November. School
will be closed on this day for pupils, due to Staff Training. This date was forwarded to you in our Diary
of Events Bulletin.
NUMERACY DAY
Tomorrow is Numeracy Day in school. All children will be engaged in Mathematical
Activities throughout the school day. Watch out on our website and See Saw for the
Learning fun going on. Creative, Active Learning Techniques, which capture the
imagination, will be enjoyed in P1-7. We are really focusing on our Number Bonds and
Times Tables. Basic Skills are so important so please spend time with your child on these.

PARENT INTERVIEWS
Many thanks to all our parents who plan to attend Parent/Teacher interviews this coming week to
discuss pupil progress. We are pleased to receive positive feedback from so many who appreciate the
work going on in our school. Be assured that any issues highlighted will be followed up by the staff,
Principal or Governors. We ask that you, as parents, continue to follow any guidance given by the
teaching staff for the future progress of your child. A further opportunity to discuss this progress will
take place in February.
As always, if you have any concerns between October and February, do not hesitate to make an
appointment to see the class teacher, the Head of Year, Mr. McAuley (V.P.) or Mrs Mulligan. A
reminder that school will end for all pupils at 1:55pm next week and therefore no extended schools
activities will take place. These recommence the week we return after Half Term – 6th November.
In previous Parent Feedback, it was requested that parents receive help and guidance, to assist their
children at home, if a child is in need of this. Also information about behaviour and readiness to Learn.
All staff will identify any needs to you at the Parent Interviews next week. It is in your child’s interest to
spend time on this for progress to be made.
 You will also get our parent contact form to check and other forms to update, while you are here.
Please sign/amend, as necessary, and leave the form with your child’s class teacher. Many thanks.

FLU VACCINATIONS
Flu vaccinations were completed in school on Wednesday and Thursday this week. Any child who
was absent from school should contact their GP, or our school nurse, to have this updated for this
year.

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Our school photographs will be completed on Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd October. All proofs
will be sent home and orders collected. Should you wish to purchase any of these through a school
order – please ensure they are returned in time for Christmas presents. A closing date for orders will
follow.  Please ensure you write your CHILD’S NAME and CLASS on the order form.
There are still a few spaces available on Monday evening for Family Portraits.
Please ring the school office if you would like to book a sitting.

HOT FOOD & FOOD SAFETY
Parents are reminded that no hot food in Thermos flasks should be sent into school for breaks/lunches.
These can be dangerous in busy classrooms. We also request that grapes, and fruits that could get stuck
in a child’s throat, are cut into small pieces to ensure they are safe to swallow. Thank you for your
support in this.
TELEPHONE CALLS TO OFFICE
We have a number of telephone calls to the office during the day to give messages and reminders to
pupils re: after school arrangements. The busy and active nature of our curriculum means that pupils
are not always in a set place therefore this causes difficulties for office staff and does not safeguard
children.
Please ensure all arrangements are clearly discussed with pupils before school. Put reminders in
homework diaries. Calling the school office with messages is for emergency reasons only.
Thank you.

EASY FUNDRAISING
Well done everyone who has helped us this past week by buying online through
our Easyfundraising Link. We have raised approximately £1200 already!
Thank you. Keep supporting us and remember to tell all your family.

As always:

If there is anything that concerns you in any way in school,
please contact me via the school office or by e-mail if that is easier.
I will always follow up any issues raised if I have your contact details.

Mrs Mulligan

COMMUNITY NEWS
BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE - Blood donation sessions will take place in Ballyclare
Presbyterian Church Hall on Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th October 2108, 1:30 – 4:00pm and 5:15
– 8:00pm.
SEA BREEZE SALT THERAPY, 16 Main Street Doagh. 100% drug free treatment for allergies,
asthma, sinusitis, eczema, coughs etc. Sessions start from £8 – family packages available. For further
details, Tel: 07519940306 or go to www.seabreezesalttherapy.co.uk Anyone interested should collect a
flyer from outside the school office to claim 15% discount on packages of 6 sessions or more.
* Parents please note that our Community News items are advertisements only. The school has no
means of endorsing these activities. All parents are advised to seek details and suitability for themselves.

BALLYCLARE PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Dear Parent/Guardian
CONCUSSION AWARENESS – WHO NEEDS TO KNOW?
The Department of Education has requested that all schools should write to parents/guardians to
highlight the need for you to keep all organisations informed if your child receives a concussion
injury.
Concussion is a brain injury which is usually caused by hitting the head or a fall. It can happen at
any time, anywhere: for example during sports, in the school playground, or at home.
Concussion must always be taken seriously and it is vitally important that any child/young person
suspected of having concussion should immediately be stopped from continuing whatever activity
they are doing and be assessed by a medical professional for diagnosis and guidance.
A second injury when a child has concussion can be extremely serious and may even be fatal. It is
vitally important therefore that medical clearance is sought before your child returns to
school/play. Children should not resume physical activities such as Physical Education (PE), sports
or games until permitted to do so by a medical professional.
Concussion may also affect your child’s ability to learn at school. This must be considered and
medical clearance should be sought before the child returns to school. As symptoms vary from
child to child, a graduated return to school programme may be needed.
If your child suffers a concussion in school or outside school, it is vitally important that you keep
all people/organisations with responsibility for caring for your child informed so that they are
aware of the potential dangers and any restrictions that may apply to the activities your child is
permitted to do.
The ‘Recognise and Remove’ leaflet produced by the Department of Education and the
Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure is available on the Department of Education’s website
http://www.deni.gov.uk and provides guidance on the signs to look out for.
Keeping everyone informed about concussion is in your child’s best interests and
parents/guardians have a key role in making sure that information is passed on to their child’s
teacher, sports coach, youth leader or other care provider.
Yours sincerely,
K. Mulligan
Principal
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